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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-14, 16-26, and 28-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Pillar (USPN 6,553,290) in view of Rother (USPN 6,141 ,608). 

With regard to Claim 1, Pillar (USPN 6,553,290) teaches a method for analyzing 
machine data, the machine data representing at least one condition of a machine, 
comprising the steps of: 

storing said machine data in a data system; (Col. 7, lines 22-25) 

defining a first testing procedure from a plurality of pre-defined owner input each 
associated with one or more diagnostic processes, wherein at least one of the owner 
inputs is associated with one or more diagnostic processes(col. 10, lines 58-65) that are 
different from the one or more diagnostic processes with which at least one of the other 
owner inputs is associated; (Col. 7-8, lines 60-67 & 1-67) 

processing said machine data based on said testing procedure to determine a 
machine exception, (Col. 5, lines 5-15)and generating a notification in the event of a 
machine exception. (Col.11, lines 50-52) 
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With regard to Claim 2, Pillar (USPN 6,553,290) teaches selecting a test and 
defined parameters for said test. (Col.8 lines21-67, col.9-10, lines 1-67 & 1-40) 

With regard to Claim 3, Pillar (USPN 6,553,290) teaches notification is relayed to 
a notification device. (Col.11, lines 50-52) 

With regard to Claim 4, and 13 Pillar (USPN 6,553,290) teaches notification 
device is a hand held communications device. (33;figure 2) 

With regard to Claim 5, Pillar (USPN 6,553,290) teaches procedure is run on a 
sequencer. (33;figure 2) 

With regard to Claim 6, Pillar (USPN 6,553,290) teaches storing said machine 
data on said machine in packets; and transferring said packets via a communications 
network to said data system. (33,36; See figure 2) 

With regard to Claim 7, Pillar (USPN 6,553,290) teaches streaming said 
machine data from said machine to said data system via a communications network. 
36;figure 2) 

With regard to Claim 8, Pillar (USPN 6,553,290) teaches a system for analyzing 
machine data, the machine data representing at least one condition of a machine, 
comprising: 

a data system configured to store machine data; (Col. 7, lines 22-25) 
an owner input device configured to accept a plurality of different owner inputs, 
each associated with one or more diagnostic processes (col. 10, lines 58-65), wherein 
at least one of the owner inputs is associated with one or more diagnostic processes 
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that are different from the one or more diagnostic processes with which at least one of 
the owner inputs is associated; (Col. 7-8, lines 60-67 & 1-67) and 

an analyzer configured to accept a procedure selected by an owner, from said 
plurality of owner inputs, said analyzer configured to process said machine data based 
upon said procedure to determine a machine exception and generate a notification in 
the event of a machine exception (Col. 5, lines 5-15) (Col.11, lines 50-52) 

With regard to. Claim 9 and 22, Pillar (USPN 6,553,290) teaches a 
communications network for relaying said machine data from said machine to said data 
system. (36; see figure 2) 

With regard tb Claim 10, Pillar (USPN 6,553,290) teaches a communications 
network comprises wireless communication means. (Col. 6, lines 44-53) 

With regard to Claim 1 1 , Pillar (USPN 6,553,290) teaches a procedure 
comprises a test selected by said owner and at least one parameter defined by said 
owner and associated with said test. (CoL8 lines21-67, col.9-10, lines 1-67 & 1-40) (Col. 
10, lines 58-65) 

With regard to Claim 12, Pillar (USPN 6,553,290) teaches a notification device 
for receiving said notification via said communications network, (figure 3) 

With regard to Claim 14, Pillar (USPN 6,553,290) teaches a method for analyzing 
machine data, the machine data representing at least one condition of a machine, 
comprising the steps of: 

storing said machine data in a data system; (Col. 2, lines 12-14) 
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defining at least one testing procedure by selecting from a plurality of owner 
inputs, each associated with one or more diagnostic processes to be associated with 
said machine data, wherein at least one of the owner inputs is associated with one or 
more diagnostic processes that are different from the one or more diagnostic processes 
with which at least one of the owner inputs is associated; (CoL8 lines 21-67, col.9-10, 
lines 1-67 & 1-40) (Col. 10,lines 58-65) 

processing said machine data based upon said procedure (Col. 5, lines 5-15) 
determining a machine exception from said procedure; (Col. 6, lines 54-56) and 
generating a report in the event of said machine exception. (Col.1 1 , lines 50-52) 
wherein said defining step includes the steps of: 

selecting at least one test to be associated with said machine data; (Col. 10, lines 

58-65) 

defining at least one parameter associated with said at least one test; (Col. 8 lines 
21-67, col.9-10, lines 1-67 & 1-40) , 

defining at least two limits for at least one parameter, wherein machine data that 
exceeds at least one of the limits is considered a machine exception; (Col. 8 lines 21-67, 
col.9-10, lines 1-67 & 1-40) (see measurement range portion of chart) and 

wherein said process step includes running said at least one test in relation to 
said machine data (col. 10, lines 40-45) 

With regard to Claim 16 Pillar (USPN 6,553,290) teaches an analyzer based 
upon said procedure, which is defined by said owner, performs processing step. (Col. 8 
lines 21-67, col.9-10, lines 1-67 & 1-40) (Col. 10,lines 58-65) (15;figure 2) 
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With regard to Claim 17, Pillar (USPN 6,553,290) teaches a system for analyzing 
machine data, the machine data representing at least one condition of a machine, 
comprising: 

a data system configured to store machine data; (Col. 7, lines 22-25) and 
an owner input device configured to accept a plurality of different owner inputs, 
each associated with one or more diagnostic processes, wherein at least one of the 
owner inputs is associated with one or more diagnostic processes that are different from 
the one or more diagnostic processes with which at least one of the owner inputs is 
associated; (Col.7-8, lines 60-67 & 1-67) (Col.8 lines 21-67, col. 9-10, lines 1-67 & 1-40) 
(Col. 10,lines 58-65) 

wherein the owner input device is configured to accept owner input to: 

select at least one test to be associated with said machine data; ((Col. 10, lines 

58-65) 

define at least one parameter associated with said at least one test; Col.8 lines 
21-67, col.9-10, lines 1-67 & 1-40) 

define at least two limits for at least one parameter, wherein machine data that 
exceeds at least one of the limits is considered a machine exception; (Col.8 lines 21-67, 
col.9-10, lines 1-67 & 1-40) (see measurement range portion of chart) and 

an analyzer configured to accept a procedure selected by an owner, from said 
plurality of owner inputs, said analyzer configured to process said machine data based 
upon said procedure to determine a machine exception (Col. 5, lines 5-15) (Col.11, lines 
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50-52) and generate a notification in the event of a machine exception (Col.11, lines 50- 
52) and 

said analyzer generating a report in the event of said machine exception. (Col.1 1 , 
lines 50-52) 

With regard to Claim 18, Pillar (USPN 6,553,290) teaches: a communications 
network for relaying said machine data from said machine to said data system. (36;see 
figure 2) 

With regard to Claim 19, Pillar (USPN 6,553,290) teaches the procedure is 
comprised of at least one test selected by said owner, said test having at least one 
associated parameter defined by said owner. (Col. 8 lines 21-67, col. 9-10, lines 1-67 & 
1-40) (Col. 10,lines 58-65) 

With regard to Claim 20, Pillar (USPN 6,553,290) teaches a method for 
providing an exception-based report, said report based on machine data representing at 
least one condition of a machine, comprising the steps of: 

analyzing one or more sets of machine data based on prior input made on board 
the machine by an owner selecting a testing procedure for generating said one or more 
sets of machine data, (Col. 10, lines 58-65) wherein the prior input includes defining a 
testing procedure by selecting from a plurality of predefined each associated with one or 
more diagnostic processes, wherein at least one of the owner inputs is associated with 
one or more diagnostic processes that are different from the one or more diagnostic 
processes with which at least one of the owner inputs is associated; (Col. 8 lines 21-67, 
col.9-10, lines 1-67 & 1-40) 
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checking for machine exceptions in said machine data; and (Col. 8 lines 21-67, 
col.9-10, lines 1-67 & 1-40) 

generating a report in the event of said machine exception. (Col. 10, lines 48-57) • 

With regard to Claim 21, Pillar (USPN 6,553,290) teaches an exception alert and 
wherein said alert is relayed to a notification device. (Col.11, lines 50-52) 

With regard to Claim 23, Pillar (USPN 6,553,290) teaches system for providing 
an exception-based report, said report based on machine data representing at least one 
condition of a machine, comprising: 

an owner input device located on board the machine and configured to accept a 
plurality of different owner inputs, (20;figure 2) each associated with one or more 
diagnostic processes, wherein at least one of the owner inputs is associated with one or 
more diagnostic processes that are different from the one or more diagnostic processes 
with which at least one of the owner inputs is associated; (Col. 8 lines 21-67, col.9-10, 
lines 1-67 & 1-40) and 

an analyzer (15;figure 2) configured to process one or more distinct sets of 
machine data based upon prior selection of at least one of said plurality of different 
owner inputs by an owner, (Col. 8 lines 21-67, col.9-10, lines 1-67 & 1-40) 

said analyzer configured to check for machine exception in said machine data, 
(Col. 6, lines 54-60) 

said analyzer configured to generate a report in the event of a machine exception 
and a notification device for receiving said report. (Col. 11, lines 50-52) 
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With regard to Claim 24, Pillar (USPN 6,553,290) teaches report comprises an 
exception alert and wherein said notification device is a portable communications 
device. 

With regard to Claim 25, Pillar (USPN 6,553,290) teaches a communications 
network (36;figure 2) for wirelessly relaying said report to said notification device. (Col. 
11, lines 51-52) 

With regard to Claim 26, Pillar (USPN 6,553,290) teaches a data system for 
storing said machine data; and wherein said communications device relays said 
machine data from said machine to said data system. (See figure 2) 

With regards to claim 28 Pillar (USPN 6,553,290) teaches one or more sets of 
machine data includes data from another machine. (Col. 8 lines 21-67, col. 9-10, lines 1- 
67 & 1-40) 

With regards to claim 29 Pillar (USPN 6,553,290) one or more distinct sets of 
machine data, which the analyzer is configured to process, includes data from another 
machine. (Col.8 lines 21-67, col.9-10, lines 1-67 & 1-40) 

Pillar does not appear to teach defining the test procedure includes conditioning 
at least one diagnostic process to execute automatically based on the results of at least 
one other diagnostic process. 

. Rother teaches defining the test procedure includes conditioning at least one 
diagnostic process to execute automatically based on the results of at least one other 
diagnostic process. 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the Pillar reference to include defining the test procedure includes 
conditioning at least one diagnostic process to execute automatically based on the 
results of at least one other diagnostic process (col.1, lines 45-51) taught by Rother in 
order to guide the user in the selection of test to be performed and minimize the 
performance of needless tests, (col. 2, lines 4-6) 

Response to Amendment 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-14, 16-26, and 28-29 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Hanson et al. (USPN 6,954,689) teaches a method and 
apparatus for monitoring work vehicles 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Aditya S Bhat whose telephone number is 703-308- 
0332. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9-5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Barlow can be reached on 703-308-3126. The fax phone numbers for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-308-5841 for 
regular communications and 703-308-5841 for After Final communications. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308- 
0956. 



Aditya S. Bhat 
December 6, 2006 




